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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.
Gentlemen of the Senale
and House of Representatives:

AssemBLiNG aghin for the discharge ol
the high trusts delegated to us by our fel-
low citizens let us, while gratefully re-
membering past favors, look to the Dis-
peusor of all good for a coutinuance of bles-
#ings, and for that wisdom, prudence and
energy which should ever characterize
the course of public servants.

In proceeding to the discharge of the
duty enjoined by the Counstitution of giving
the Legislature information of the coand:
tion of the Siate, and recomnending to
their consideration such measures as may
be judged expedient, permit me in the first
place to call your attention to the condition
of oar finances, referting you ‘however, for
particulir and detailed information upon
the subject, to the Report of the Treas-
urer,

It will be perceived that there has been
a considerable angmentation within the
past year, of the State debt. T'his, as you
must be aware, has arisen from the extra-
ordinary occurrences upon our north-east-
ern frontier, and was provided for in the
very liberal appropriitions of the last Legis-
lature, Whether the expenditure was a
judicious and profitable one, regarding
the whole aiir as a matter of mere dal-
lars and cents, is a consideratian that few,
1 presume will be disposed to entertain.—
The honor as well as interests of the
State was involved: and the promptness,
spirit and unanimity with which the case
was met by the Legislature and by the
people, was such, tosay the least, as to
command a warm and generous approval
throughout the Union; and may I not add,
can never cause a regret in the bosom of
any rightminded and truehearted citi-
zen.

A large portion of the expenses incur-
red in the border difficulties during the
last year, will undoubtedly be refunded by
the General Government ; provision for
which, I trust, will be made at the present
session of Congress. This sum, togeth-
er with abont ninety thousand dullars, the
proportion belonging to this State, of ‘the
Massachusetts elaim,’ which, it is believed,
hus been allowed by the accounting offi-
cers of gavernment, and is now awaiting an
approptiation by Congress, will reduce the
State debt tna small amount, and leave our
financial affisirs in an easy condition,

Thourh the difficulties in the way of
procuring the State loan 1o be taken up a-
broad. have proved to be insurmonatable,
without paying a9 extravagant rate of inter-
est, which I am persuaded would not have
met your approval, the Treaasurer, never-
theless, informs me that he has been able,
by means of loana from the Ranks and in-
dividuals of our own State, 1o pay promptly
the interest on the the publie debt and to
provide generally for the necegsities of the
Treasury, with the exceptionof monies due
to the towns and the tempory |oans of the
Banks. That something however, should
now be done to defray the expenses of gov-

ernmnnt, and to answer l‘ha legitimate eallg
upon the Treasury, beaides boirowing, is
manifest. nger to depend upon this re-
source, would be as inconsisiant with the
true digoity of the State, a8 it would be in-
politic in ragard to ourselves and unjust to
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those who are to succeed us. I have
therefore, no hesitation in recommending a
renewal of the State tax. This was sus-
pended at a time when extravigant notions
prevailed inregard to the value and antici-
pated income ofthe public lands, and is
now generally adonued to have been a
mistaken aud unwise policy, Let us re-
pair the errirso far as we can. Lel a
State tax now be assessed lor an amount
sufficient, at least, o delray the expenses
ol government, and to pay the terest
on the debt, after n shall have be reduced
us betore suggested.

I am aware that an objection may be.

as it herewfore las been urged, that
great changes have taken place since the
valuation of 1830, and that therefore a tax
based upon that valuation would be uneqgu-
al mnd unjust, A proposition lor a tax
may always be met with objrctions of this
gort, in a young and rapidly growing
Stute, and subject, as all property is to
{ constaut flactuation and chauge. Precise
[and perfect ebualiny is at no time attain-
able. It yon approach as mnear it asis
practicable under existing circumstances,
“it is all that can reasonably be-required ol
you. Our constituents, I am persuaded,
will submit to it cheerfully. 1f they are
too justlo be unwilling to support a gov-
ernment instituted by themselves, and ad
ministered for their benefit, so are they too
patriotic not to be willing to submit to far
greater sacrifices than the assessment of this
tax, unequal to some extent though it
might be, when the gnod of the State re-
quires it. Besides, is it not worthy of
consideration, that if atax based upon
the last valuation would operate more
favorahly to one portion of the State than
to others, it would be to the younger aud
newly settled portion: and this class of
our population it has always been the poli-
cy of the State to foster and enrourage. —
And still further, may not some offset [
this inequality be found in the excess of
representation in the Legislature which
the older portions of the State enjoy over
the younger,

The difficulty presented in this case,
will very naturuly suggest the expedicncy
of avoiding it w future, by causing the val.
uation to be taken oftener than the periond-
now fixed by law. Ouce mm five 1nstead
of once inten years, it semes to me,
would be preferable, winie the Siate 1o
rapidly advancing in wealth aud pupula
tion.

The appropriation for the Insane Hos-
pital made at the last session ofthe Leg-
is'ature being exhausted, the work has
consequently been suspended. The cos
of finishing the south wing and the cen
tre, agreeably to the apparent design  of
the lnst Legislature, is estimated at five
thousand four hundred dollars—and  for
finishing the north wing, three thousand
six hundred dollsrs, I an  appropriation
he made for either object, another appro-
priation, perhaps will be nerded to fur-
nish suitably the part thus completed, and
to defray the expenses incident to getting
the mstitution into operation.  Inthis event
also, it will be necessary to make some pro-
vision for the appointment of officers, and
to adnpt some permaneat system of govern-
ment for the institution.

T'he amission to make an appropriation at
the last session for a continuance of the ge
ologieal survey of the State, I trust may be
regarded rither as atemporary suspension
of the survey, thana general ab nlonm o
ot it. Aside from the public benefits anticipn-
ted from sotrifling an expenditure, 1t woula
seem 1o be hut just to these pottions ofthe
State thus far neglected, thatthe survey
<hould at  some time, be resamed  The
time of recommencement is not very inpor-
tant, and shonld of eonrse be detertnined
by the condition of the Treasury,

On the suhjeet of the militin, I do nx
propase to make any siuggestions in - add-
tion 1o those contained 1n my message of
Janvary last,, My views, then fully ex-
pressed, remam unchanged. Permit  me
however, to refer von to some valuable ~ug-
gestions this subject, in the accempanying
Report of the Adjurant General.

In regard also, to the important interests
of Agriculture and education, I would re-
spectfully refer you to my communication
t> the Legislature of last year, having noth-
ing new to add upon these subjects.

I feel constrained to repeata former re-
eommendntion in regard to an additional
Judge to the Supreme Judicial Court. The
experience of another year has only ten-
ded to fortify and confirm the reasons then
advanced.

The Commissioners appointed to revise
the laws of the State, have, with the ter-
mination of the yeas, brought their ardu-
ons and imporant labours to a cloge. ‘Their
Report, which is before you, will undoubt-
edly receive that careful and Iaborions ai-
tention which 1ta magmitude and deep in-
terest to the State require.

The duty of practising a rigid economy
at all times, is obvious: but especially is it
incumhbent on ue in the present exhausted
condition of the Treasury=-and when the
necessary supplies, for the present at least.
mugt probably be obtained by a resort to
taxation,

The Act of March 21st, 1835, restrain-
ing the emission and errcolation of bauk
billsof a small denomination was suspen
ded for the period of two yearsby an Aet
passed March8, 1838, The term of sus-
pension heing #non 1o expire, the subject
will require your further consideration a:
the present session,

The subject of the currency is one of
general and absorbing interest, and indeed
may be said 1o affect, more or less, the bus-
iness and interests of every man in the
communitys  And however we may diffe:

as to the best means of securing a sound
currency, all will agree, that ay unsound

or unstable one, is a curse to any country
in which it exists. How it has been in our
own country, we all know from biter ex-
perience, "I'he wonderfully rapid transi-
tions from abunrdant plenty to extreme
scarcity, that we have so |'u-q1|enlly witness=-
ed, producing a corresponding change in
the value and prices of property. while they
nstound tho-e who are uniaitinted in the
mysteries of banking, are ruinous to the
regular business and pursnits of all. And
what else can ratinnally be expected Pem
When hank bills constitute the currency of
a country, and it resis in the decision of a
few individuals, whoare actuated by like
motives and pasgions, and governed by like

interests with other men, whether mouey |
shall be plenty or scarce, it would be IlII-I

reagsonable 1o expect 1o he exempt from
cons'ant if not ruinous fluctoations, 1
would not be nujust 1o hank= sny more than
I wonld to individunls 10 they have righis,
let them be serupulously respected,
they are under obligations let their perfor-
manes he rigidly exacted.  Without there-
fore seekin_ to destroy, I would conend
for such a regulation and contral of them
as to prevent, ift possible, mrecurrence of
the evils alluded to. They should not have
the power, asthey now have, incidentally,
by the natural opermion and effect of bank-
ing, to exclude all specie from circulation,
and to force an eutire, and often a depre-
ciated paper currency npon the cummunity.
A portion, at least, of the currency should
be beyond their control, and emphatical-
ly in the hands of the people Then not-
withstanding a sudden contraction of lnans
and a reduction of their c¢ircolation by the
banks, the community will not be left des-
titute of a cireulating medium, nor the
streams of business nearly dried up. One
mode of effecting this, to some extent at
least, is to prohibit the issne and cirenla-
tinn of bank bills of a small denomination.
When these are withdrawn, the channrls
of eirenlation immediately hecomes peima-
nent from the verv nature of the cise and
the necessities of husiness. 8o lar as mv
knowledge extends, this was the aperation
of the restraining law of 1885, and was on-
ly interrunted by the saspension of specie
payments by the banks, Piior to that
event, there was na want of silver, The
«mall bills disappeerd and their plave was
supplied with speeix, by a process so gen-
tle that thie chanre was scarcely prreepti-
hle while going on, and aff-cted no inter-
ests in the commuuity, not even  those of
the banks themselves, but for gond.  That
such would be the #ffect agnin, under simi-
lar cirenmstances | have no doubt.  With
these views therefine, 1 cannot hesitate to
recommend a reneved attempt, now or
hereafier, as may be decmed best, to effect
the design of the law alluded to Nolaws
however, can be effeetually executed unless
sustained by the public apinion, especially
ane of this churacter.  Whether therefore,
the present, is, or is not, the best time to
attemipt its revival—wheter it should, a1
first, embrace so many bills of a small de-
nomination—or whether all its provisions
are jndiciously ndopted tothe end proposed,
are questions which your own experience,
and the knowledge you bring with you from
all parts of the State, of the views and wish-
g of the people, will enable you to decide
satisfactorilv,

In general T have not deemed it expedi-
ent in my communications to the Legisla-
tnre, 10 dizcn-g political questions howevet
important they might be, when they had
no direet connesion with the busing ss gt
imitely coming beture you—and 1 witii-
wit an intended departure from this rule
that I allude, by way of firtifymg the view
jnst expresacd, to the progpect that an im-
portant ehange iahont to be T cted in the
finaneia!l aperations of the General Govern-
ment, and consequently, though indireetly
inthe currency of the eountry,  *““The In-
dependent Treasury system,” judging trom
the elections and other strong mdications,
afier an opposition, able, lng continued
and fierce, seems, happily, 1o have receiv-
#d the apprabation of the peaple, and s
prabably ahout to be adopted as the estab-
lished policy of the Country, This con-
templates, by a gradunl change from the
present system, a payment of all dues to
the National G wernment in silver and gold.
The disbursments of the governmen! beinz
algo to be made in the same currency, will
infuse a larger portion of the precious met-
als inta the cireulating medium, and thus
afford essential aid to thosn States disposed
to restrain the issue and circulation of'small
bills, in carrying into effect laws enacted
for that purpose. [T 20 uddition to thix, we
ennsider.that our own banks will undoubted-
lv adhere to their honorable and eommen-
dable policy of maiutaining specie pav-
ments, there can be nn reason 10 doubt,
that specie may be easily and abuudanily
obtained bv the people 1o supply the place
of <mall bills,

The ling pending guestion in relation te
our North astern houndury isstill open and
anadjusted, though we have reason, per-
haps, for believing, that it hasmale some
advances during the past year, We have
had a renewed expression of apinion on
the part, of the General Governiment thar
the territory indispute is a part of the Stat
of Maine—an indicswion of a determina-
tion 1o discharge, in goad (mith, the duty of
that eavernment ta thiz State of main'aining
the integrity of iis territorv-—and 4 nation-
J sanetion of the m l1ary demonstration
made by this Siate in February and Mareh
ast  1tis alwo well understood now by all
sarties, that however patient and forbear-
ing Maine will he while honest and earnest
attempts are being made 1o run the line and
s finitively settle the guestion, she will nos
aithmit longer ta he dl-’yi\!erl of her terri-
‘ory by such a svstem of vexations and on-
Jstifiable pracrastinntion as hos h-_-n-lnl'rm-
been practised; and that the question must

be settled speedily, in some way or oher,
if hosatilities would be avoided. Ths is |
gaining something. W hen parties arefully |
aware of the precise paosition they ocaipy,
the next step taken by them will be sken
pnderstandingly, whatever else ma be
said of it.  Again, the occurrences d last
winter served 1o awaken (he attentim of
the enuntry to the momentous  imporance
of the question, and to induce such o ex-
amination of it aglo result in a stron| and
universal eonviet:on, that the preiene of
claim set up by Great Britvin to the dspu- r
ted territory i< palpably onfonnded anl nn-
just and can be persevercd n.only,thimygh
an utter diurf-gard ol the plain and wam-
hignnns terms ol the treaty of 1783,
Suan after tne termination ol yon' ses-
ginn in March lust, a proposition wasmade
by the Brinsh Government to the givern-
[ ment ot Washington for extahlishing § com-
misgton for the purpose of exploratin and |
survey, hut it was connected with sudh Limi=
_i!nlilrias‘ as, it i+ undersiood, cang'd an
immedinte rejection of it by the Praident,
Afier which, and believed to be asarly as
Julv last a eounter projeel was submited to
the British Government, to which, as we
learn by the late message of the President
{na rerly has vet heen received,
| Pending this negotiation, it seems, the
British Government has deemed it expedi-
{ent to make an exploration of the disputed

territory by commissioners sent out for that
purpose - the alleged ohject being, 1o ob-
tain topngraphic:1 information &c., as a
means of promoting an early and just de-
termination of the question in dispute —
| These commissioners have complet-d the
exploration and returned 10 Eogland to re-
[ port to their government,  What that re-
| port is to be, or what is to be the effect of
_it remnine to be seen  The courtesy due
, from one government to another requires us.
"perhaps, to believe, that the real and
avowed design are the same, and thut this
survey has heen undertuken really for the
acquisition of information and not for mere
purposes of delay, At all events, a short
time will determine.  As the commission-
ers may he expreted 10 have reached Eng-
lind about the first of January, there will
be ample time befure the termination of your
| present session, supposing it to he of the
usual length, for the British Goverament
[ to avail itself of its additional information
{ and to communicate with the governiment
of the United States, in repiy to the coun-
ter proposition submitted miny months ago,
If' s 1¢h conmun-cation should not be made
within the time autie pated, I think you
inay fairly regard the British G vernine nt
as having 1eturned to its old practice of
procrastination, and will be justified in ad-
opting more vigorous and determined meas-
ures than have ever heretofire been adop-
ted to secure o this State both her prop-
erty and jurisdiction in her lawful territory;
untless the necessity for such a course
should be obviated by the action of the
General Government. What those meas.
ures should be, may properly be left to fu-
ture consideration. 1 need not say, that,
in all your efforis to secure to Maine her
justrights, you may depend upon my hearty
co-operation,

In giving you information of the doings
of this Government, in relation to the dis-
pated territory since the adjournment of the
Legisinure in - March  last, permit me to
refer to certain Resolves passed the 23d of
that month.  Tnone of them it is resolvid
as [ollows, 1o wit:  **that, when he [the
“Governor] shall be satisfied either by 1he
sdeclarations of the Lieutenant Governon
“of New Brunswick or otherwise, that the
“tatter has abandoned all intention of ve-
tacenpying the tereitory with a military
‘furce, and of attempting the expuision o!
tour party—that then the exizency which
tealled forth the miliia having eeased, the

‘Governor be,and be heroby is authorized
“tn withdraw the same, leaving the Land
“*Agent with a sutficient posse, armed or
sunarmed as the case may require, to car-
try said resolve into effect,”

Soun after the adoption of this reslntion
I received the written assent of the Lieut
Guovernor of New Brunswick 1o the fol-
lowing proporsition made to him hy Maj.
Gen. Scott, 1o wit:  ““That it is not the
mtention of the Lient Governor of Her
Britanic Majesty’s Provinee of New Brun-
awick, under the expected renewal of ne-
gociations between the Cabinets of Lon-
don and Washingion on the subject of the
<aid dispu'ed territury, without renewed
instructions to that effect fromn his govern-
ment, to seck to take mihlary possession
of that territory, or toseek by military
force to expel the armed civil posse or the
troops of Maiuve.”

It appearing to me that the precise con-
ringeney contemplated by the Legislature
had ocaured [ could not hesitate to re-
eall the troops. Any othercourse, it would
seemed to me, would benot ouly incur-
ring needless expense, but disregarding
the express directions of the L gislature.
Nor waa the step taken with any reluctance
as one in the slightest derogntory (o the
honor of the State. We had never al-
wempted or prafe-sed to take mibtary pos-
<pgsinn of the territory. A recurrence 1o
the reaplyes of the 24th of Janndry and
the 29th of Febuary-will show, that the
yjeet Was te arrest trespassers and - pro-
teel onr property from devastation; and of
the last pnrtit‘lllhl‘l“. to resist a threat of
expulgion from the tertitory by the Lieur.
Governor of the Pravinee of New Bruns-
wick. The withdrawing the troops, there-
fire, was, in N0 4eN8e, an absndonment o
any position tiken by this State, The
froops maintained their ground while the
.-xigp“r_\r which called them ont remained
—when that ceaned they retired. For s
more detailed account af mi‘itary opera
tions [ refer yon to the accamprnying Re-
port of the Adjutant Geaeral. [ cannot

however, permit this opportunity to pass
without saying that the militia called inio
service, both officers and privates, with
but few exceptions, conducted in 8 man-
ner in the highest degree creditable to
themselves and to the State.

In further compliance with the Resolve
of the 22d of March, the Land Agent, with
a sufficient armed posse remained in the
territory after the withdrawal of the troop s,
For a particular account of his procee-
dings I must refer you to his report. It
seems that during most of the time he has
had in the service abont two hundred men.
That they have not been idle, will appear,
I think, by looking at what they have ac-
complished. 1In addition to the labor ex-
pended in finrehing tolerably substantial
fortifications erected upon the Aroostook,
with twa large block houses and similar
building< at the mouth of Fish river, they
have made over one hundred miles of road

(thr. ugh the heart of the wilderness—all of

it being sairable for (ravelling with earria-
gesand for the transportation of heavy
loads. Booms have also been extended a-
cross the Aroostonk and Fish rivers, of the
most substantial character, and much val-
unble timber therehy saved. On the
whale, though the expenses have been nec-
essarily gieat, it is believed that the true
interest of the State have been promoted
by the course pursued by the Land Agent
':r.id those who have been associated wirh
im,

Enrly in the fall, complaint was made
tome that the Land Agent of Massachu-
sells was granting permits to persons resid-
ing in the province of new Brunswick and
otherg, to emt tinuber npon lands contigu-
ous to, and lving upon both sides of the
Aroostook river, And it was represented’
that if such practice was to be persevered
in, it would be impossible to execute the
laws and resolves of the State in relation
tuthe prevention of trespassers upon the
public lands. The evila hefore experienced
from thia cause, and those appreheaded,
were represented as numerous; and among
others, that these permits were used by
many as a mere cover for depredations u-
pon the lands of this State.  Under these
circumstanes: | fult consirained to address
the Land Agent of this State, advising that
the utmost rightful power should be exerted
on his part, to counteract the designsZof
these persovs; and that he notify them,
that if they preserved in thir preserved in
their attempis, the legislature would prob-
ably adopt some regulations in regard to
the use of our public streams which would
render the lumbering  operations of but
little avail to those enzaged in them. The
Land Agent conformed to this advice,
and I am happy to state my belief, that no
more permits were subsequently granted,
and that most of the persons who had pre-
viously obtined permits, abandoned the de-
singn of operation under them. A few,
however, did not and whether any measures
should be adopted in relation tothem car-
rying out the suggestion beforewnade, it is
Jor you to judge,

The views which I have presented in
this ecommunication upon the subject of the
boundary, were those entertained in-
dependantly of what is now an ascer-
tained fact, to wit: that our territory
is actually invaded, and of course are 10 by
modified by that cirenmstance. Official
information of that fact was received by me
n few days since while on my way to this
place, ina reply of the Lieutenant Gove
ernoraf the Provinee of New Brunswick to
a letter  of inguiry addressed 1o him by
mve I in reltion 1o this subject. It is
admitted that one or two companies of Brit-
whironps have been stationed at Temis-
econnta Lake, bot it 1s alleged by the Lieu-
tenani Guvernor to have been done, not
hv hi: own orders but by the authoritics
of Lower Canada. This movement, I can-
unt hot regard, under whatever hraneh of
British authonity, or on whatever pretence
it may have been made, notonly asa vic-
lation of the spirit of the arrangement a-
greed upon in March lasl, but as eclearly
an invasion of our territory, ¥Inder these
circumstances I deemed it to be my duty
immedintely to communicate the facts to the
President of the United States, with other,
though less official information received of
the building of barracks by the Britisls
Government on both sides of the St. John,
near the mouth of the Madawaska river,
which I did,calling officially.for that action.
on the part of the general government
which the cnse reqnired, and the Consti-
tution and laws of the United States clearly
enjoined.

I oughtnot perhaps, to close this com-
munication without adverting to a difficul-
ty between the State of Georgia and this
Siale, growing out of a demand made by
the late Gavernor of Georgia npon Govar-
nors Dunlap and Kent io deliver up two
citizens charged with the abduction of a
slave from that state, and which person it
was alleged had fled from justice; and the
refusalto deliver them up upon grounds
deemed by the then Governors of this State
tn be constitutional and satisfactory. The
proceedings of the legislature of Georgia
having been, atthe request of the Gov-
ernor of that State, laid before the lrgisla-
ture of this State, and 1he latler having ta-
ken no action thereon, referring the whola
matter to the Exceutive, the Governor of
GGeorgia thereupon in his mesege to-the leg-
islature holds the following language:

““The conduct of the Legislature of
““Maine and the previous conduct of Gov-
vtornor Dunlap and Governor Kent, prove
“conclusively, that the opposition to the
s“institution of slayery is so great among
uthe people of that state that their pub-
“slick authorities are prevenied from obey-

‘ting the ininnetions of the Constitution
“of the U, States, when requircd to des




